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Strayer Nelson of Ilion, New York, who
turns 100 years old today.

Mr. Nelson is one of the last living
survivors of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. He joined the Navy right out of
high school and was assigned to the
USS Wasmuth, a Clemson-class de-
stroyer that was docked in Pearl Har-
bor on December 7, 1941. He left the
Navy as a first class electrician’s mate.

On that fateful day 80 years ago, 19-
year-old Thomas Strayer Nelson was
lying in his bunk aboard the ship
docked in Pearl Harbor when the
alarms sounded. Sensing trouble, Tom
made it topside where he saw several
Japanese planes bombing American
ships. He quickly assessed that this
was not a drill.

Tom quickly jumped on his .50 cal-
iber machine gun and successfully
helped defend the Wasmuth and its crew
on that fateful day.

The wreckage was devastating. Near-
ly 20 U.S. ships were damaged or sank
at sea, and more than 2,400 Americans,
including civilians, were killed.

Tom remembers crying that day dur-
ing the aftermath, but Tom’s heroism
did not stop there. Nearly 1 year later,
in December 1942, the Wasmuth was es-
corting a convoy when it was knocked
off its tracks and two mines exploded
below the ship. The Wasmuth sank, but
134 crew, including Tom, were rescued
due in large part to Tom’s efforts.

Tom came back home and was an
electrical inspector for over 27 years in
his hometown of Ilion, New York,
where he has resided for nearly his en-
tire life. I had the great honor of meet-
ing Tom this past weekend. At the age
of 99, now 100 today, he was full of life
and very engaging, and he also had a
wonderful sense of humor. I also had
the pleasure of meeting his daughter,
Janice, with whom he has been living
the past 2 years and who provides great
care for him, and his son, John, who is
also providing loving care to Tom.
John is a former State trooper who has
now taken on the mantle of also being
an electrician in his father’s legacy.
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I just want to say also about the
wonderful family from this small com-
munity, Tom’s late wife, Gladys
Cooley, passed away in 2015. He also
had a daughter who passed away and a
son, Tom, who died very young from
rheumatoid arthritis.

I just wanted to take this special
time to recognize and thank someone
who is part of our Greatest Generation
from my community, one of the last
survivors of Pearl Harbor who actually
was there when this occurred. I want to
thank his family and everyone for
hosting me, greeting me, and giving me
the real unique opportunity to meet
with this great hero of our country.

I want to say thank you again to
Tom for his heroism, his service, and
his bravery. I wish him another 100
years of good health and good cheer. I
look forward to seeing him again when
I return to my hometown.
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Here’s to many years ahead.

ENERGY CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, our Nation
is facing avoidable crises on many
fronts. Because of President Biden’s
and the Democrats’ failed leadership,
Americans are dealing with a border
crisis, an inflation crisis, a spreading
crime crisis, and a crisis in Afghani-
stan. And now, with the national aver-
age for a gallon of gas hitting $3.30 last
week—a T-year high—we are also facing
an energy crisis.

Let me be clear: the responsibility
for this crisis belongs at the feet of
none other than President Joe Biden.
His anti-energy agenda has destroyed
American jobs and ended America’s en-
ergy independence. On his first day in
office, the President killed 11,000 jobs
by canceling the Keystone pipeline,
and one of his first executive orders
paused new oil and gas leasing on U.S.
lands and waters. That executive order
alone will cost approximately 1 million
American jobs in the near term and
will decrease U.S. gross domestic prod-
uct by $700 billion.

That same order also puts America’s
energy security at risk. To make up for
slowed production in the TUnited
States, U.S. imports from foreign
sources will increase by 2 million bar-
rels a day, and through 2030 we would
spend $500 billion more on energy from
foreign suppliers. Instead of making it
easier for American companies to in-
crease American oil and gas production
and hire more U.S. workers, President
Biden begged OPEC and Russia to in-
crease global output to ease rising
prices.

It is a shame. The President has
made us more reliant on dangerous ad-
versaries overseas rather than main-
taining policies that had us on the
verge of energy independence.

It would be great if Joe Biden would
reverse course and turn, once again, to
an all-of-the-above American energy
solution that ensures we are reliant on
no one but ourselves; but, instead, I
guess we are just going to have to
lower our expectations.

———

A CRUEL CHOICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, forc-
ing the Federal Government into
Americans’ private lives is Joe Biden’s
twisted idea of unity. It is sickening to
me that this President is creating a
situation where some Americans need
to pick between Kkeeping their jobs or
taking the coronavirus vaccine.

This is a cruel way to treat Ameri-
cans trying to earn a living. Even
worse, Biden’s vaccine mandate applies
to brave military soldiers willing to die
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for us, Federal contractors, and the in-
telligence community. If too many are
forced out of their positions, it will
jeopardize America’s ability to assess
and address threats.

Mr. Speaker, you do not need to look
very hard for possible consequences.

Over the weekend, our government’s
top intelligence personnel were caught
off guard by the People’s Liberation
Army’s test of a hypersonic missile ca-
pable of traveling at 25,000 miles per
hour. Imagine that missile flying to-
ward the homeland and important gov-
ernment or military roles were vacant
because folks were fired over the vac-
cine.

Mr. Speaker, the result would be cat-
astrophic.

Biden needs to back off his tyran-
nical impulses and allow Americans to
decide for themselves on the
coronavirus vaccine. If he doesn’t, tal-
ented folks are going to exit critical
national security jobs, and this
clueless President will blunder his way
into yet another crisis.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 19
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, Heaven and Earth are held
in Your hand. You who have deter-
mined the number of stars and given
each their name, You who have set the
Pleiades and Orion in the sky, You are
our North Star, the constant in this
changing universe, and we look to You
for direction.

Cast our eyes upon Your brightness,
that we would discover the immuta-
bility of Your character and revive our
strength. In a world full of variables,
may Your unchanging nature ever be
our guard and stay.

When there is no one on whom we
can rely, may we rely on You.

When there is nothing we can trust,
may we trust You.

When we are lost, adrift in the sea of
confusion, may we anchor ourselves in
You.

And when we are fearful for our lives
or livelihood, may You be our source of
courage and purpose.
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